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Public & Products Liability Insurance 

 

As members of the British Beekeepers’ Association your 
beekeeping activities are covered under the Associa-
tion’s insurance provided by Towergate Insurance. 

Full details of the terms of the insurance and excesses 
that apply can be found on the ‘Members’ section of the 

BBKA website www.bbka.org.uk/members/insurance/
public_liability_insurance.  If you are taking a swarm or are involved in 
the organisation of a beekeeping public event you may be asked to 
show a copy of the insurance cover.  Your Secretary will be able to pro-
vide further details. 

W
es
t S

us
se
x 
B
ee
ke

ep
er
s’
 A
ss
oc
ia
ti
on

 

M
E
M
B
E
R
S
' 
C
O
U
N
T
Y
 N

E
W

S
L
E
T
T
E
R
 

Volume 1, Issue 8 

November 2011 

An Eastbourne BKA member who owns property in France has re-
ported that the  Asian Hornet Vespa velutina has recently been found 
in Normandy.   This is the 
closest the hornet has come  
to our county.   

Please ensure you can 
identify this honeybee pre-
dater by reading the NBU 
Information sheet.  For fur-
ther details visit the Bee-
Base website https://
secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/
beebase/  Links are also 
available from the WSBKA 
website. 

Photo BeeBase Crown copyright 



 

 
Concluding a short series of articles the divisions spotlight their apiaries.  Chrissy Blakeman is a mem-
ber of Worthing Division BKA. 
 
Worthing Division’s Out Apiary is sited on a private farm alongside the A27 on the west side of Wor-
thing.  The apiary was formed in the winter of 2009 after the previous site, at Worthing Crematorium, 
was rejected because it was not good for the bees - too wooded and the forage was poor - and there was 
no place to store equipment. 

 
This site is much more spacious and we have the use of 
an old boiler room in the nearby farmhouse where we 
can store equipment and protective clothing.  The num-
ber of bee colonies has moved up and down depending 
on the time of year - definitely up during swarm control 
procedures!  The season started with 4 hives and there 
are currently 6 hives to overwinter. 
 
Forage is a mix - from surrounding farmland, local 
woods and gardens in nearby homes.  It could be better.  
It seems that this year, the bees didn’t really bring in any 
significant amounts of nectar until after the first week of 

Continues 

Earlier this year the BBKA requested that all Associations collect details on the taking of swarms.   

Representatives from your committee have been collating the data sup-
plied by members throughout the active beekeeping season and the results 
have been passed to the BBKA.  However, the swarm season started early 
this year with the first sightings in early April with  swarming reaching a 
peak across the county in late April and early May.  There was a second 
peak in late June. 

Chichester Division collected 68 swarms with just two having to be de-
stroyed.  This compared with 
Wisborough Green Division col-
lecting 43 swarms with, again, 
just two being destroyed. 

Chichester had notification of a further 10 swarms which were 
not able to be collected and Wisborough Green 24. 

Thanks to all members who responded to calls from the public 
and safely and calmly removed a swarm.  This public service does much to highlight the work of the 
Association in supporting the honeybee - it doesn’t do our own stocks of bees any harm either! 

At the time of going to press Worthing Division’s swarm collection data was not available. 

Worthing Division’s Out Apiary  

Taken a Swarm? 

More than 100 swarms More than 100 swarms More than 100 swarms More than 100 swarms 

collected from across the collected from across the collected from across the collected from across the 
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Continued 
 
July and some hives were fed sugar syrup to get them through the tough times. 
 
Out Apiary meetings are held regularly from April to 
October and attendance is excellent.  There is a really 
good mix of experienced, new and budding beekeepers 
who always find time to share their beekeeping experi-
ences and learn from each other.  The sessions are run 
by Pauline Ford, Guy Wheatley and David Brand.  Each 
session has a theme – how to recognise and prepare for 
swarming, integrated pest management and bee biology 
to name a few.  It’s a great way to learn about beekeep-
ing and has been invaluable to those starting out and to 
those taking the Basic exam. 
 
We had an indoor weekend meeting in August to extract 
the honey and took off 100lbs that was mostly sold at 
Findon Sheep Fair where we held our annual honey show with produce stall and demonstration hive.  The 
honey obviously tastes good as it sold very, very quickly – well done to our bees! 
 
This year we have been on a mission to build up the Out Apiary and a number of volunteer members have 
been involved, for example, building new flooring and shelves for the store room, new hive stands and ekes 
etc.  There are some very talented and skilled (and willing!) members in our division.  As you can expect, 
one of our winter tasks is to conduct an inventory and buy/restore equipment in readiness for next year. 
 
Our membership is growing steadily and as the autumn takes over, we meet once a month at Ferring Vil-
lage Hall for the ‘educational’ and social side of beekeeping – talks, demonstrations, workshops etc - and 
yet another opportunity to meet with like-minded people and chat about our bees.  We enjoy meeting mem-
bers of other divisions in West Sussex and so do please come along!  
 
Chrissy 
 

 Annual Convention & Honey Show  
 
Hampshire BKA are hosting their Annual Convention and Honey Show on Saturday 12th November at the 
Barton Peveril College, Chestnut Avenue, Eastleigh, SO50 5ZA. 
 
The Honey Show features 47 diverse classes and prizes will be presented by celebrity gardening expert and 
Hampshire resident, Charlie Dimmock.  The Convention will be addressed by noted speakers, Celia Davis, 
the well-known author, Mike Brown from the NBU and Joy Wallis from Dorset’s Wildlife Trust.  In addi-
tion delegates can sign up for workshops covering subjects such as plants for bees and queen rearing. 
 
For full details contact the Convention Secretary, Janice Roper.  Telephone:02380 845875 or email 
jan.roper@ryaonline.net 
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The first Apimondia International Bee Health Symposium will take place in Dublin, Ire-
land, on Saturday, 24th March 2012 in the Citywest Hotel and Convention Centre, and is expected to 
attract 250 delegates from the beekeeping and scientific community.  Bee Health 2012 is the only Api-
mondia endorsed meeting this year that will focus entirely on the crucial area of bee health.  
 
The Symposium, the first of its kind, will feature roundtable discussions between beekeepers and lead-
ing scientists with the aim of transferring knowledge between the two groups to create practical solu-
tions to dramatically reduce colony loss.  For further information, please contact the conference organis-
ers at BeeHealth2012@mci-group.com or visit the conference website at www.beehealth2012.ie  

 

Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan to 
attend. 

 

Chichester Division 
Meeting at the Boxgrove Village Hall, The Street, Boxgrove 
Tuesday 15th November - 7:30pm - CCD (Fantasy, Fact and Fiction) - Norman Carreck, NDB. 
Further details from Nigel Dedman njk.dedman@btinternet.com or the Division’s website 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 

 

Wisborough Green Division 
Apiary meeting at Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green. 

Saturday 5th November - Apiary Meeting at 12:00. 

Further details from John Glover glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or website www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 
Meeting at the Ferring Village Hall, Ferring, Nr. Worthing. 

Thursday 10th November - 7:30pm.  AGM and Social Evening. 

Details from Phil Carter philange5180@btinternet.com  or website www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  



Chairman, Tom Moore shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
 
Last month I wrote about hive numbers, explaining how at that time we had twenty seven rather than 
our target number of twenty for overwintering.  Well, that was certainly tempting fate!  Since that time 
we have had no less than four queens fail or disappear for unknown reasons.  Two of these were early 
in October, and we united each onto other, smaller colonies.  Then on 16th October, doing what we 
thought to be our last full check of the year, two consecutive hives were found to be queenless and with 
sealed queen cells.  Both queens were new in July this year.  One of the hives had been trying to raise 
cells almost since the queen started to lay, so it was perhaps no great surprise that she was finally gone, 
even if odd; she was laying well throughout and not one mis-placed drone egg to indicate any fertility 
problem.  So began another round of uniting, completed on 22nd October. 
 
It always surprises me how easy it is to unite two lots of bees by 
the ‘newspaper method’, where the two brood chambers are 
placed one on top of the other with a single sheet of newspaper 
between, through which two or three tiny punctures are made 
with a hive tool.  We always put a queen excluder on top of the 
newspaper to hold it in place while we lift the second brood 
chamber on top, and this also means that we know which box the 
queen will (or should) be in when we come to unite the two lots 
of bees completely. 
 
I have heard much debate about whether the queen should be in the bottom or the top box.  Of the four 
we carried out in October two were in the top, two in the bottom.  All four worked just fine.  If you 
want to keep all the bees in the united colony the two hives have to be within three feet of each other 
before the uniting begins, and if they are initially some way apart it can take a long time to move them 
into the right position, at up to three feet per good flying day.  In our apiary, at this time of year, that 
would have been impossible.  Moving the hives a distance means that the flying (foraging) bees will, 
once free, fly back to the original site.  Because of this, we decided to move whichever of the pair to be 
united had a close neighbour in its original location, giving somewhere for the bees to return to and 
with luck be accepted.  If the moved hive was the one with the queen, she ended up in the top box; if 
the queenless one was moved, then the queen would of course be in the bottom box. 
 
I have also heard some debate about how long to leave the bees before uniting fully into one box.  We 
have always found about five days to be long enough, and the picture here shows how much of the 
newspaper is chewed away in that time.  If the bees are mixing freely, as they must be with this much 
open space between the boxes, and the queen is still alive, they can all be shaken into one box, using 
the best frames to give them any brood there is and a maximum of stores.  As winter preparations are 
well under way we tried to keep the frames near the centre in the same relationship as they were in one 
hive, only mixing up the outer frames, in the hope that the balance of honey and pollen stores immedi-
ately accessible will be to the bees’ liking. 
 
So here we are, a month on, and not so far from our target after all.  We are happy enough, but I do 
wonder how we would feel if those two queenless hives on 16th October had been our only two! 
 
Tom 

More from Moore - On Uniting 
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 Newspaper uniting, 5 days from start  



We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  With the active beekeeping season all but over for another year 
articles may be few and far between for future editions.  So if you have ideas for future articles, have a 

question or would like to contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Hon. Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

MEMBERS' COUNTY NEWSLETTER 
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